BWe don’fknow Whefherthereareany
aliens ot nof. Bufthere are so many planefs in
the univefse — some say more planefs than all
the grains of sand on Eath — fhaf many
sclenfisfs think if’s woith looking.&

And iffhey exdsf whaf do they look Tlike? &




&~\W ell, moviesand TV shows would
haye you believe they mighf look alsif like
us—albeth with big (bald) heads, gieen skin,
and humongous eyes. Buf We Weren’f safisfied
wifh thaf old cliché. &

-HT.ef’s see Whaf some expeffs have fo say
apoufth You will see they all have pieffy

differentideas. And you will share yours,
Hghf?h

BKevin Anderson —a sci-fiauthor,
doesn’f believe fhatan alien spedies froman
enfirely differenf biochemical foundafion
would happen fo fun ouf With fwo arms, fwo
legs, fWO eyes, eats. .. and so on. Buf; for
infelligence, one would assume I¥-ain capacify,




and therefore the body, would need some soif
of profecfive mechanism forthe vifal Iain—an
exoskelefon, a skull, somefhing like fhaf.%)

&“To bulld fools, fhey
would need some ¥nd of
manipulafive  digifs,  like
fingers. They  would
require some so¢f Of
Sensofy  sysfems,

ERuf their ‘eyes’ would have evolved forthe
peak specirum of thei own sum nof
necessatily ours.&




gDarren Campo, H
@ @ a TV producer and execufive §
belleves fhaf an alien life form |
will be symmefrical. Everything )i
we know, he says, follows a [
symmefical paffern.§ i
2 RThe sizeand shape offhealien wouldbe |
| source of energy. I such life evolved inathick |}
M amosphere, if’s likely fo bea horizonfal °
 greafuie. A thinnerafmospheie would favor o
M The mosf verfical animals. if’s nofunlikely fhaf

: aliens would have evolyed jusf like hunans: :
: bipedaland uptighfd :
: - __- ;




| 2<\When we consider flaf 9B percenfoffhe i
: universe is nof percepfible by ow senses of :

% fechnology (dark nafferand energyhthenif’s B

) mostlikely thaf’s whete thealiens ate. 4 ?
74 O

So one might %
! say mosf aliens 2 5

i don’f look Tike ?

r w
vihing T~ :
il because they are )
M Invisibleforus.” °
) )

? %Aﬁi‘onli’o\smberg, cf ac[ol‘asa ne °

s quegﬁm’fg —Why would an alien look fhaf °

M similarfo us? Why have fwo sides exacfly the )

¥ same when you could have somefhing °

: complefely differenf on the ofhet side? And :
: bipedal? Ridiculous—one good push and we :
| |




: fall over. Why would another world’s +ace :
.\ QI‘DW eyes, ’and anose, *and ‘21‘{()J1g]_1el *ané! all 0‘

% the ofherfiddly bifs we haye? They wouldn’f. )

. YTetrhaps life on ofher planefs 8
! evolved wifhout physical farm |
| T fhere are allens who ae i

o« = nofhing more fhan senfienf g

: clouds, o who haye mufable :

* bodies fhaf can alfe fo suif the i

1 needs ofthe moment. & °

. gMaybe they can sail fhrough space .

M wnaided,and use sfella +adtafion forafood °

l source. Fow snrall ou planefs compared °

) Wifh the universe asa whole—if’s like finding |}

Y the welrdest-shaped M&M in the bag, and °
? )
| |




then realizing fhat you’re inan enfire candy
sforefilled with Tiferally thousands of other
kinds of candy, mosf of which you’ve nevet
even heard of before. &

*ﬁﬁﬁd‘mfd Bafes

“An ocfojgus is a goodﬁ,\
%
example of an adyanoed—( ,

alien analogue on Farth. a

Ocfopuses ae duife (pirobably humm—ley el)
infelligenfand live in afofally allen
environment (compared with ours). Evolufion
has had fo find novel solufions fo the piressures
they’ e under—piressures complefely different
fhran those thaf shaped mamnrals on fand.
Aliens with advanced fechnology would haye




1o be on fand (fechnology needs fire fo kick—

ENnedi  Okorafor  has
Wriffen a novel — Tagoon,
felling the sfory abouf aliens
fhaf show up in Tagos
Nigeia. They are
fundamental  shape-shiffess

wifh consciousness. &

o Whereverthey are. T,
don’f see why aliens couldn’f e migoscopia
only be seen af wavelengths beyond human
defecfion, be builf-in a way so oufside of

human undetsfanding thaffo look upon them
would cause one fo fainf. Y




#As you see — so many differentideas of
w hafan alien Will look like. We do nofneed fo
think the sames bufif is really inferesfing fo
heatabouf ofher people’s ideas. §

&~W haf does youralien look ike2 Where
does if live—in space onaplanef ona
spaceship? Walking, swimming, flying? Tell
us everything abouf tf. €

Can’f weiffo +ead all the fascinafing sfordes.






